Feel the fallas
Festival declared Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

What are the Fallas?
The Fallas are unique. For several days in
March, this festival converts the towns of
the Valencian Community into momentary
street art museums to celebrate the arrival
of spring. Around 800 monuments made
of wood, cartón piedra (literally “stone
cardboard”, similar to papier maché) and
other materials fill the city’s streets. Music,
gunpowder and traditional clothing are all
essential ingredients, making the Fallas a
unique festival. In fact, its creative values
and practical rituals have resulted in the
festival being declared Intangible Heritage of
Humanity by UNESCO.

Origin of the
Fallas
According to certain reports, with the
arrival of spring, when the days started to
get longer, bonfires were made with wood
and old furniture. Often, dolls were added
to criticise the behaviour and attitude of
neighbours, a common practice in other
European towns. The first records of the
Fallas of Valencia as we know them today
appear from the 18th Century onwards.
The neighbourhood-based festival was
joined by the work of carpenters and other
professionals who helped to spread it
throughout the city, until reaching a total of
over one thousand Fallas commissions in
the Valencian Community today. From the
outset, the festival has evolved consistently
thanks to its critical outlook and cultural and
rejuvenating spirit.

Key elements of the Fallas
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Fallas artists

Pyrotechnics

Music

Fallas commissions

They include a mix of architects, sculptors,
painters and decorators of immense
versatility, imagination and creativity. They
have been able to update traditional
handcraft techniques and adapt them to the
new technologies. Today, besides creating
the Fallas, they develop other artistic
products, such as decorative floats, stage
sets for the theatre or for films, decoration
for theme parks, etc.
The Craftsman’s Guild of Fallas Artists is the
professional association which supports the
activity of such visual artists.

Pyrotechnics, which date back to the times
of the Muslim presence in Valencia, are
one of the basic elements of the Valencian
festival.
Of all the events that take place during the
Fallas, the spectacular pyrotechnics are of
particular importance, and they include local
displays such as the mascletà and the tro
de bac. The professional pyrotechnics give
the festival a sound that will make your heart
beat in the most astounding way, mixing
colour and sound in perfect harmony.

Musical tradition in Valencia, based on music
associations and tabal and dolçaina groups,
Valencian instruments par excellence, has
developed thanks to popular festivals,
particularly the Fallas. The city’s streets are
alive at all hours with music performed by
musicians at the different events held by the
commissions over the day.

These groups are responsible for organising
the festival in each neighbourhood. Their
activity is not limited to the festival’s main
days, and they also organise varied activities
during the rest of the year: theatre, traditional
dances, sporting events, playbacks,
exaltation of the Fallas Queen, monthly
meetings, children’s parties, publication of
the llibret and visits to the Fallas workshop,
along with other charity events and cultural
activities.

You’ll find endless Valencian
costume shops through the city’s
streets where you can see precious
fabrics, aprons, shawls and other
accessories pertaining to the regional
costume, along with gold forging
and chiselling workshops where the
jewellery and combs worn with the
costumes are handcrafted.

Festive literature

Clothing

Arts and crafts

There is a wealth of written culture
surrounding the festival. There are literary
genres associated with the festival (theatre,
poetry, oratory, narrative, etc.), which
connect popular and traditional literature,
and which are written in Valencian. In fact,
the Fallas have contributed to preserving
the language of the Valencians, even during
times when its public use was forbidden.

In all official acts, the falleros and falleras
dress in their best attire, recalling the
elegance displayed by Valencians in the 18th
and 19th centuries. It is the official clothing
of the festival, something that has served to
recover a number of garments, accessories
and a large variety of shapes and colours
that show the richness of traditional
Valencian dress.

A series of local craft trades, creating
products which are unique in the world, have
been able to coexist and develop thanks to
the Fallas, including goldsmiths, weavers,
fan makers, chisellers, dressmakers and
jewellers. They all demonstrate the artisanal
wealth of the Valencian professionals,
associated with a tradition that has evolved
throughout the centuries.

Main Fallas events
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The Ninot exhibition: The Ninot exhibition
is held at the beginning of February to 15
March. Ninots are the figures that form the
scenes of the Fallas monuments. Each
commission provides its best ninot to an
exhibition until the day of the plantà, when
each figure is collected by its commission
and taken to its particular monument.
Visitors can select their favourite ninot and
the one that receives the most votes will
be pardoned. Therefore, it will not be burnt
on 19 March and will become a part of the
collection at the Fallas Museum.

The Crida: The Crida takes place on

the final Sunday in February next to the
Serranos Towers. After an incredible
opening ceremony including light, sound,
music and pyrotechnics, the Fallas Queen
of Valencia, accompanied by her Court of
Honour and the city’s authorities, invite the
entire world to enjoy the festival.

The mascletàs: Thousands of people
gather at Plaza del Ayuntamiento from 1 to
19 March, at 14:00, to see the mascletà, a
pyrotechnic show that last between 5 and
7 minutes and has a determined rhythm,
where the gunpowder explosions gradually
increase with an amazing finale.

The plantà: On 15 March, the Fallas artists
leave the Fallas completely finished and
prepared to be visited on the streets, with
all their ninots, posters and other details.
This marks the beginning of the great Fallas
week and Valencia becomes a momentary
outdoor art museum.

Other towns in the Valencian Community
where the Fallas are celebrated
Province of Castellón: Benicarló, Borriana,
Peñíscola, Vall d’Uixó and Viver
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Fireworks displays: The spectacular
fireworks displays take place on the nights
of 15 to 18 March at the Turia Gardens
(between the “Exposición” and “Las Flores”
bridges).
The most spectacular display is known as
the Nit del Foc (night of fire). It is held on
the night of 18 to 19 and is a prelude to the
main day of the Fallas.

The flower offering: On 17 and 18 March
a flower offering is made to the Virgen
de los Desamparados (Our Lady of the
Forsaken), the patron saint of Valencia.
All of the commissions put on their finest
clothes to offer their bouquets of flowers to
a huge statue of the Virgin, located in the
centre of the square that bears her name
and where her Basilica can be found.

The cremà:

The cremà is the most popular event on
an international level and it gives meaning
to the whole festival. All of the Fallas
monuments are displayed on the street
to be burnt in the early hours of 19 to 20
March. This is the finale of the festival and it
represents all of its grandeur.

Province of Valencia: Alaquàs, Albal, Albalat
de la Ribera, Albalat dels Sorells, Alberic,
Alboraya, Albuixech, Alcàsser, Aldaia, Alfafar,
Alfara del Patriarca, Algemesí, Alginet,
Almàssera, Almussafes, Alzira, Benaguasil,
Benagéber, Beixida, Benetússer, Benifaió,
Bétera, Bonrepòs i Mirambell, Buñol, Burjassot,
Carcaixent, Carlet, Catarroja, Cheste, Cullera,
El Puig, Favara, Fortaleny, Foios, Gandia,
Godella, Jalance, La Pobla Llarga, La Pobla
de Vallbona, L’Eliana, Llaurí, Llíria, Llombai,
Macastre, Manises, Massalavés, Massalfassar,
Massanassa, Meliana, Moncada, Montserrat,
Montroi, Museros, Nàquera, Novetlè, Oliva,
Paiporta, Paterna, Picanya, Picassent, Polinyà
del Xúquer, Puçol, Rafelbunyol, Real de
Montroi, Riba-roja de Túria, Rocafort, Sagunt,
San Antonio de Benagéber, Sedaví, Siete
Aguas, Silla, Sollana, Sueca, Tavernes
Blanques, Tavernes de la Valldigna, Torrent,
Tuéjar, Turís, Utiel, Vilamarxant, Villanueva de
Castellón, Xàtiva and Xeraco.
Province of Alicante: Benidorm, Calpe, Dènia,
Elda and Pego,

Discover the Fallas during the year
Here are some ideas to discover the Fallas at any time of the year:

Fallas Museum: Visit the collection formed
by the winning ninots which, since 1934,
have been saved from the fire by popular
vote. There are also Fallas posters and Fallas
photographs.

Museum of the Guild of Fallas Artists:

Here you will find an extensive selection of
the work carried out by guild members, both
in the professional Fallas field, and in other
fields.

Silk Museum: Find out how silk came to
Valencia and the importance of this trade
during more than three centuries and the
legacy that can still be seen today in the
traditional dress worn at Valencia’s festivals.

Plaza de Monteolivete, 4

Av. San José Artesano 17

Calle Hospital, 7

Monday to Saturday: from 9:30 to 19:00.
Sundays and public holidays: from 9:30
to 15:00.

Monday to Friday: from 10:00 to 14:00
and from 16:00 to 19:00. Saturdays from
10:00 to 14:00. Closed on Sundays,
public holidays and in August

From 15/06 to 14/09: Tuesday to Friday: 10
to 19h. Saturdays:10 to 20:30. Sundays and
public holidays: 10 to 15 and 18 to 20:30.
From 15/09 to 14/06: Tuesday to Friday: 10
to 14 and 16 to 19h. Saturdays:10 to 19:30.
Sundays and public holidays: 10 to 15h.

Single entry: €2.
Free entry on Sundays and public
holidays.
Free entry with the Valencia Tourist Card.

Entry: €4
Entry: €2.5
10% discount with the Valencia Tourist Card.

Entry: €6, Reduced: €5
50% discount and 5% at the museum’s
shop with the Valencia Tourist Card

The balcony of Valencia City Hall:

Take a selfie in front of the balcony of
Valencia City Hall where, every day from 1
to 19 March, the Fallas Queen announces
the beginning of the mascletà with the
phrase: “Senyor pirotècnic pot començar la
mascletà”.
Plaza del Ayuntamiento, 2
Monday to Friday from 8:00 to 15:00.
Free entry.

Fallas Tour
Don’t miss out on a guided tour on which you can
really get to know the Fallas, visiting the festival’s
main neuralgic points, such as Plaza del Ayuntamiento
and Plaza de la Virgen. You can also discover traditional
Valencian clothing and its connection to silk and everything
surrounding the artistic process of creating Fallas
monuments.
Further information and booking at:
shop.visitvalencia.com or at tourist service offices.
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Get more information on the Fallas festival at:
www.visitvalencia.com
fallespatrimonicomu.info
www.fallesfromvalencia.com

